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1
DELAYED GEOTAGGING

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

At least certain embodiments of the invention relate gen-
erally to geotagging media, and more particularly, but not
exclusively, to providing a delayed geotag at times when a full
geotag cannot be promptly calculated.

BACKGROUND

Geotagging is the process of adding Global Positioning
System (GPS) location data to photographs or other media,
enabling users to easily and accurately know where in the
world the media was captured. For example, a geotag can be
added to a photograph to show the location of the photograph
at the time it was taken. Geotags can be added to any media
format such as photographs, video, websites, SMS messages,
and RSS feeds. A geotag associates a particular location with
the media at the time it was generated. Among other things,
geotagging can help users find a wide variety of location-
specific information. Geotagging-enabled devices and ser-
vices can also be used to find location-based news, websites,
or other resources.

Geotags are metadata that can be associated with media
data. A full geotag is a geotag that contains geographic data—
such as latitude and longitude—capable of specifying GPS
device position (and optionally velocity, altitude, orientation,
accuracy, and heading), as well as the position of any device
attached to, or in the vicinity of, the GPS device. The meta-
data format built into most modern digital cameras and wire-
less telephones supports the inclusion of this location data.
For example, image files such as JPEG have standard ways of
embedding location information into the metadata, via either
EXIF (Exchangeable Image File Format) or XMP (Exten-
sible Metadata Platform) standard formats. With photographs
stored in JPEG file format, for example, the geotag informa-
tion is embedded in the metadata. The common fields within
the EXIF format for geotag data are GPSLatitude, GPSLon-
gitude, and GPSAltitude. The metadata can also store custom
data. An example readout for a JPEG photograph might look
like:

GPS Latitude: 57 deg 38' 56.83" N

GPS Longitude: 10 deg 24' 26.79" E
Most image management and viewing tools are now capable
of recognizing geotags.

The GPS location data of geotags is determined using a
GPS device. Modern handheld devices such as digital cam-
eras, mobile phones, and PDA devices may be equipped with
built-in GPS receivers or may be configured for use with a
GPS card or other plug-in GPS device. GPS receivers deter-
mine their position by computing time delays between trans-
mission and reception of signals transmitted from satellites
and received by the receiver on or near the surface of the earth.
The time delays multiplied by the speed of light provide a
measure of range from the GPS receiver to each of the satel-
lites that are in view of the receiver. GPS satellites transmit to
the receivers both satellite-positioning data called “ephem-
eris” data and unique pseudo-random noise (PN) codes that
identify the particular satellite and allow signals transmitted
simultaneously from several satellites to be received simul-
taneously by a GPS receiver with very little interference of
any one signal by another. The PN code sequence length is
1023 chips, corresponding to a 1 millisecond time period.
One cycle of 1023 chips is called a PN frame. Each received
GPS signal is constructed from the 1.023 MHz repetitive PN
pattern of 1023 chips. At very low signal levels, the PN code
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pattern may still be observed to provide unambiguous time
delay measurements, by processing, and essentially averag-
ing, many PN frames. These measured time delays multiplied
by the speed of light are called “pseudoranges.” These mea-
sured pseudoranges are included in information that becomes
part of a partial geotag. It should be noted that the term
pseudorange is the range plus the GPS receiver clock bias
(with respect to GPS time) multiplied by the speed of light;
however, for the sake of brevity and convenience, the terms
range and pseudorange can be used interchangeably. In addi-
tion, satellite ephemeris data can also include almanac data,
which is a reduced accuracy version of ephemeris data that
provides reduced position accuracy. A set of four measured
pseudoranges, when combined with knowledge of the abso-
lute times of transmission of the GPS signals and respective
satellite state at those times is sufficient to solve for the
position of the GPS receiver. But the process of searching for
and acquiring GPS signals and reading the ephemeris data for
a plurality of satellites is time consuming and may introduce
unacceptable delays in computing the receiver position. In
addition, in many situations, there may be blockage of the
satellite signals. In these cases, the received signal level can
be too low to demodulate and derive the satellite data without
error.

Media devices, such as digital cameras, often spend much
of their time idle, and in locations where GPS reception is
sporadic and signals are often too weak to decode the trans-
mitted data stream from one or more satellites. Under these
conditions, even with the application of various low power
operating modes, the GPS receiver will often be unable to
compute a position fix without a noticeable delay. Yet users
often want a media device to be ready to capture a particular
form of media instantly, at or very near the time when the
media device is powered on. In many cases, the media will be
captured indoors or in other severe environments where the
ability to acquire strong GPS signals is limited. In such a case,
the satellite state data, or ephemeris data, may not be available
to compute a full geotag at the time the media is captured, or
within a reasonably short amount of time later. In addition, the
user may subsequently turn off the media device before the
GPS receiver has been ableto acquire the ephemeris data. The
user may want a geotag immediately, but the GPS device is
unable to provide one. Current GPS receivers have no way to
resolve this problem, so the media will not be geotagged. The
inability of GPS receivers to provide fast location fixes in
severe environments without the need for assistance from a
network, and to do so without excessively draining the device
battery, have been obstacles to integrating geotagging with
media devices.

SUMMARY

A variety of improved methods, apparatuses, and systems
for providing a geotag using a GPS device are described. The
GPS device can include a wireless receiver configured to
receive satellite state data and satellite range measurements
from a plurality of satellites, a communications interface in
communication with a media device, and a position engine to
calculate GPS device position. In at least certain embodi-
ments, the position engine can be configured to receive sat-
ellite range measurements for a minimum number of satel-
lites at a first point in time when satellite state data for the
minimum number of satellites is unavailable, and to calculate
GPS device position at that time using satellite state data
received at a second, later point in time. The satellite state data
at the first point in time may be calculated using an algorithm
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that extrapolates the satellite state data back to the first point
in time when the satellite range measurements were made.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of at least certain embodiments,
reference will be made to the following Detailed Description,
which is to be read in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 depicts an illustrative block diagram of a system for
providing a geotag to a media device according to one
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 depicts an illustrative flow chart of a process for
calculating a full geotag according to one embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 3 depicts an illustrative block diagram of a system for
providing a delayed geotag to a media device according to
one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4 depicts anillustrative timing diagram of a system for
providing a delayed geotag to a media device according to
one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5 depicts an illustrative block diagram of a system for
providing a delayed geotag to a media device using a server
according to one embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Throughout the description, for the purposes of explana-
tion, numerous specific details are set forth in orderto provide
a thorough understanding of the present invention. It will be
apparent to one skilled in the art, however, that the present
invention may be practiced without some of these specific
details. In other instances, well-known structures and devices
are shown in block diagram form to avoid obscuring the
underlying principles of embodiments of the invention.

Various embodiments of methods, apparatuses and sys-
tems for providing a delayed geotag using a GPS device are
described. Under certain conditions, a GPS receiver will often
see enough weak signals to compute a position fix if it had the
necessary satellite state data. If satellite measurements (and
receiver time) for a minimum number of satellites are stored
as a partial geotag, it is possible to make use of the satellite
state data that becomes available up to 3 days in the future or
more to calculate a full geotag depending on the level of
accuracy deemed acceptable for a particular application. Sat-
ellite state information may include satellite position, veloc-
ity, clock bias, status information, and clock drift with respect
to the GPS clock. This satellite state information is included
within the satellite ephemeris data. A partial geotag refers to
any information needed to create a full geotag at a later point
in time, except that it lacks the satellite state information from
a minimum number of satellites. Partial geotags may include
any of the following information: (1) pseudorange measure-
ments from a minimum number of satellites required to cal-
culate a full geotag; (2) satellite state information from less
than the minimum number of satellites required to calculate
the full geotag; (3) GPS time of measurement based on inter-
nal GPS clock; (4) Quality of Service; or (5) certain additional
device position information. A full geotag can be calculated
from a partial geotag when the satellite state data becomes
available for a minimum number of satellites. That is, a full
geotag can be calculated using new satellite state data with
old satellite range measurements recovered from the partial
geotag.

These GPS devices may include a wireless receiver con-
figured to receive satellite state data and satellite range mea-
surements from a plurality of satellites, a communications
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interface in communication with a media device, and a posi-
tion engine to determine the position of the GPS device. In at
least certain embodiments, the GPS device can be configured
to receive satellite range measurements from a minimum
number of satellites at a first point in time when the satellite
state data for the minimum number of satellites is unavailable,
and to use satellite state data received at a second, later point
in time to extrapolate the back to the first point in time when
the satellite range measurements were made. The GPS device
then calculate a full geotag using the calculated satellite state
data at the first point in time and the corresponding satellite
range measurements.

A GPS receiver configured according to these embodi-
ments eliminates the problems that plague current geotag
implementations by ensuring fast and accurate position fixes
and long battery life; and by using reverse extended ephem-
eris (EE) technology to quickly convert stored partial geotags
into full geotags in cases where poor signal conditions pre-
vent acquisition of satellite ephemeris data for a minimum
number of satellites required to compute a position fix. This
reverse EE technology can be used with media devices to
accurately geotag media, even under conditions where the
satellite ephemeris data cannot be acquired within a certain
amount of time. FIG. 1 depicts a block diagram of a system
for providing a geotag to a media device according to one
embodiment. System 100 includes a GPS device 101 having
one or more antennas 105 for receiving broadcast signals
from one or more satellites 10. In this illustrative embodi-
ment, the GPS device 101 is coupled with a media device host
processor 110. The GPS device 101 is configured to receive
satellite signals and to calculate geotag data to be transmitted
to a media device for geotagging media. The GPS device 101
can be coupled with media device host processor 110 through
any connection, as this is not germane to the techniques
discussed herein. For example, GPS device 101 can be
coupled with media device host processor 110 through any
direct or indirect physical interconnection such as a bus, USB
connection, physical connection, logical connection, or a
wired or wireless network of any type. In addition, the media
device host processor 110 may be on a stand-alone media
device coupled with the GPS device over a network or other
connection, such as a USB connection for example, or the
media host processor 110 may be incorporated into a combi-
nation GPS receiver and media device using a physical inter-
connection within the device, such as a bus. The GPS device
101 may also be built into the combination media and GPS
device, or contained on a GPS card to be inserted into or
otherwise connected by a user to the combination device. The
illustrated embodiment further includes media 120 coupled
with media device host processor 110. Media 120 can be any
type of media.

Geotags are provided from the GPS device 120 to the
media device host processor 110. In turn, the media device
host processor 110 can associate the geotag with a particular
media 120 by embedding it into the metadata fields of the
media 120, via the EXIF standard for example, as shown in
the illustrated embodiment. However, other embodiments are
contemplated including the development of proprietary stor-
age mechanisms instead of EXIF format. When signal con-
ditions permit, the GPS receiver 101 can acquire both the raw
pseudorange measurements and the current satellite ephem-
eris data (satellite state data), and can calculate a full geotag
to be provided to the media device host processor 110. But
when signal conditions do not permit the GPS receiver 101 to
acquire the satellite ephemeris data for a minimum number of
satellites, it may be possible for the GPS receiver 101 to at
least acquire the minimum number of satellite range measure-
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ments and to use those range measurements to calculate a full
geotag at a later point in time when the satellite ephemeris
data for the minimum number of satellites becomes available.

FIG. 2 depicts a flow chart of a process for calculating a full
geotag according to one illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion. Process 200 begins at operation 201 where a media
device, such as a digital camera, captures an instance of
media. The instance of media can be anything from a photo-
graph to an RSS news feed, etc. The instance of media is to be
associated with a geotag according to this embodiment, and
so the media device sends a request to a GPS device to provide
a geotag (operation 203). As discussed above, the media
device may be coupled with the GPS device through any
connection or network such as a direct bus interconnection in
hardware or a wireless Internet connection, as examples.
Additionally, the GPS device and media device may be part of
the same unit, or multiple components within the same or
different units or systems.

In response to the media device request, the GPS device
attempts to provide a full geotag to the media device to be
associated with the instance of media within the media
device. At operation 205, it is determined whether satellite
ephemeris data for a minimum number of satellites is avail-
able. As discussed above, under certain conditions the satel-
lite ephemeris data may not be available such as indoors or in
certain harsh environments where satellite signals may be
blocked. In these conditions, it may not be possible to obtain
the satellite ephemeris data within a certain period of time. In
some embodiments, this amount of time may be predeter-
mined or preset within the GPS device, or it may be provided
to the GPS device from the media device, etc. Generally, it is
desirable to minimized the amount of time necessary to
acquire the satellite signals for battery power conservation
purposes or to avoid user frustration, etc. Later, when signal
conditions permit the GPS device to acquire the satellite
ephemeris data needed to calculate a full geotag, the GPS
device can perform the calculation and provide the full geotag
to the media device (operation 207).

In certain conditions, the satellite ephemeris data may not
be available for a minimum number of satellites, but the
satellite range measurements for the minimum number of
satellites can still be measured. That is, there are conditions
where the satellite ephemeris data may not be available but
where the raw satellite range measurements are. When signal
conditions do not permit the GPS device to acquire the satel-
lite ephemeris data within a certain amount of time, the GPS
device can only provide the raw pseudoranges and partial
satellite state data to the media device (operation 209). In such
a case, the GPS device provides a partial geotag instead, and
the media device stores the partial geotag with the media
within the media device (operation 211). The media device is
configured to store both the full and partial geotags with the
associated instance of media. In the preferred embodiment,
the partial geotag data is stored in the media device rather than
the GPS receiver. Since various media such as photographs
are stored on removable media within a media device, it is
advantageous for the media device to store the geotag infor-
mation along with its associated instance of media to better
keep track of which instance of media is to be associated with
a particular geotag and vice versa. In addition, if the geotag
data is stored on the media device, then it can be removed and
replaced at the same time as the associated media is removed
and replaced. However, embodiments are not so limited as the
geotag information can also be stored at the GPS device and
synched with the geotag on the media device at certain inter-
vals.

40
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Additionally, the media device may be configured to dis-
tinguish between full and partial geotags based on message
identifiers received from the GPS device. When the GPS
device sends a full geotag to the media device, the GPS device
may be configured to send a message identifier with the full
geotag to notify the media device that a full geotag is being
provided. Alternatively, the GPS device may be configured to
send a different message identifier when providing only a
partial geotag to the media device. In such an embodiment,
the media device determines whether it received a full or
partial geotag based on the type of message identifier received
with the geotag information. But the invention is not so lim-
ited, as other mechanisms for distinguishing between a full
and partial geotag may be used and are contemplated.

When the media device receives only a partial geotag, the
media device can be configured to continuously poll the GPS
device to determine whether the GPS device has obtained the
satellite ephemeris data and can provide the full geotag to the
media device (operation 213). In one embodiment, the polling
is performed by sending ephemeris status signals to the GPS
device and receiving ephemeris status response signals in
response. The GPS receiver could also pro-actively alert the
media device that new satellite state data has become avail-
able. Once the signal conditions permit the GPS device to
acquire the satellite ephemeris data at a later point in time, it
is downloaded into the GPS device, and subsequently the
GPS device notifies the media device with a positive ephem-
eris status response signal (operation 215), and the media
device subsequently sends the partial geotag stored with the
instance of media back to the GPS device for the full geotag
calculation. Having the satellite range measurements, less
than the minimum amount of ephemeris data (e.g., from some
or none of the satellites) at the point in time the instance of
media was captured, and ephemeris data at a later point in
time, the GPS device can calculate a full geotag and provide
it to the media device (operation 207). This completes process
200 according to an illustrative embodiment.

In at least certain embodiments, the calculation of the full
geotag from the partial geotag is performed using a reverse
extended ephemeris (EE) algorithm to extrapolate the satel-
lite state data back in time to the first point in time when the
satellite range measurements were taken, but the satellite
ephemeris was unavailable. From the current satellite state
data, the state of the satellite at an earlier time can be deter-
mined using the reverse EE algorithm. FIG. 3 depicts a block
diagram of a system for providing a delayed geotag to a media
device according to one embodiment. In this illustrative
embodiment, a GPS receiver 301 is coupled with a media
device 330 through a communications interface 302. As dis-
cussed above, the connection between the GPS receiver 301
and media device 330 can be any direct or indirect connec-
tion. In addition, the connection can be through one or more
intermediary components or connections, including through
multiple networks. The type or proximity of the connection
between the media device 330 and the GPS receiver 301 are
not germane to the techniques described herein. In this
embodiment, the GPS receiver 301 also includes a reverse EE
controller 304 coupled with both a device position engine 310
and a satellite state engine, referred to in the figure as a reverse
EE engine 320. The reverse EE controller 304 is configured to
receive a partial geotag from the media device 330 and to send
it to the reverse EE engine 320 to calculate the satellite state
at the time when the partial geotag was measured. For
example, if the media device is a digital camera, the reverse
EE engine 320 is configured to calculate the state of the
satellites at the point in time when a particular photograph
was taken. The partial geotag includes the measurements
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made when the photograph was taken along with any other
available satellite state information. The reverse EE engine
320 applies a reverse EE algorithm to calculate the satellite
state information at the previous point in time based on sat-
ellite ephemeris data acquired at a later point in time when the
instance of media was generated. In one embodiment, the
reverse EE algorithm is given by the formula:

K
Py=24P i —Pua+ T2 ) woxay and
k=0

K

Vi = —[Pn Y dk] /1.

k=0

where,

P stands for position,

V stands for velocity,

a stands for acceleration,

w and d stand for coefficients in a suitable multi-step
method of numerical integration such as but not limited
to a variant of Stoermer-Cowell,

K is order of order of numerical integration method,

T is time step, and suffix k corresponds to time index which
in the reverse EE is given by:

P,—=P(t=t5-nT),P, ;= P(=to-(n-1)1),P, ;—=P(t=t5-
#-2)D),

ag—>a(t=to—(n-1)1),a,—~a(t=te—n-2)1), . .
(t=to-(n-K-1)T),

Lag—>a

where,

1, is the second, later point in time.

The accelerations “a” are position dependent and are
obtained from a detailed model of the gravity of the earth,
gravity of the moon and the sun and other terms of forces that
act on satellite. The starting satellite state of position and
velocity is obtained from satellite ephemeris data acquired at
the second later point in time. From the starting state, K
accelerations and 2 positions required in the above multi-step
method formula are obtained from a single-step method such
as, but not limited to, Runga-Kutta-Nystorm. The above for-
mula will not in general give satellite state at the first earlier
time at which pseudorange measurements were made and in
the end a partial time step is needed as follows:

K
Po=reP,+(1—rP,, +(—r*T2)*de*T" #(1 =1y and
k=0

K
V.=V, —r*Tde*/‘(k+2)
k=0

where r specifies the required fractional step in the end to the
first earlier time. Satellite clock bias and drift with respect to
GPS time are obtained using satellite clock model coefficients
acquired along with the satellite ephemeris data using a stan-
dard polynomial evaluation as given in the GPS ICD 200
document.

The reverse EE engine 320 can then pass the calculated
satellite state data back to the reverse EE controller 304,
which can subsequently send the satellite state information to
the device position engine 310. In other embodiments, the
reverse EE engine 320 can pass the calculated satellite state
data directly to the device position engine 310. The device

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

65

8

position engine 310 can then calculate a full geotag based on
the satellite state data and corresponding satellite range mea-
surements taken at the point in time when the instance of
media was generated. The calculation of full geotag can be
done using any standard GPS receiver position calculation
such as a weighted least squares, wherein some (at least one)
satellite position and velocity can be obtained using the
reverse EE algorithm above. The reverse EE controller 304,
reverse EE engine 320, and device position engine 310 may
be implemented in hardware, software, firmware, or combi-
nation thereof, including a hybrid circuit. In addition, these
components may be implemented using special-purpose
hardware circuitry configured to perform the techniques
described herein such as processors, microcontrollers,
ASICs, FPGAs, PLDs, or any other hardwired logic; or may
be implemented using general-purpose hardware pro-
grammed with software or firmware, or any combination
thereof, to perform these techniques. In addition, the reverse
EE controller 304, reverse EE engine 320, and device position
engine 310 may be included within a single component or
module and simply referred to as a position engine, or can be
included within multiple components or modules, as shown
in the illustrated embodiment, for example.

A timing diagram of the above process is shown in FIG. 4.
This figure depicts an illustrative timing diagram of a system
for providing a delayed geotag to a media device according to
one embodiment. In this illustrative embodiment, the media
device is digital camera 430, which is coupled with GPS
receiver 401 to communicate signals therebetween over a
connection, which can be any direct or indirect connection as
discussed above. Process 400 begins with the digital camera
430 sending a geotag request (message 411) to the GPS
receiver 401. In at least some embodiments, this is in response
to a user taking a digital photograph. GPS receiver responds
by providing either a full geotag when satellite state data for
aminimum number of satellites is available (message 413), or
only apartial geotag when satellite state data for the minimum
number of satellites is unavailable (message 415). In at least
certain embodiments satellite range measurements for pro-
viding a partial geotag may be available, while the satellite
state data for the minimum number of satellites is not. In
response to receiving messages 413 and 415 respectively,
digital camera 430 can distinguish whether it received a full
or partial geotag based on message identification data
included within each message. When the digital camera 430
determines it has received a full geotag, it associates that
information with the digital photograph and the process 400
completes. The digital camera 430 may then store the full
geotag with the associated digital photograph in memory. In
one embodiment, as described above, the full geotag will be
stored within the metadata of the digital photograph.

If, on the other hand, the digital camera 430 determines it
has only received a partial geotag, in at least certain embodi-
ments, digital camera 430 begins polling the GPS receiver
401 for the status of the satellite ephemeris data (messages
417) at various configurable intervals of time. Digital camera
430 also stores the partial geotag with the associated digital
photograph in its memory. Upon reception of poll ephemeris
status, GPS receiver provides an ephemeris status responses
(messages 419), which indicate whether the ephemeris data
has yet been received. At a later time when the GPS receiver
subsequently receives the satellite ephemeris data, the GPS
receiver 401 sends a positive ephemeris status response to the
digital camera 430, and in response digital camera 430 sends
a convert partial geotag (message 421) along with the partial
geotag stored in its memory back to the GPS receiver 401. The
GPS receiver then can compute a full geotag based on the



US 9,348,031 B2

9

partial geotag received back from the digital camera 430 and
the satellite ephemeris data received at the later time. This
may occur in one or more steps. For example, if the partial
geotag lacks four ephemerides but the receiver has received
only one ephemeris, the partial geotag may be updated with
this information and re-stored on the digital camera 430. It
may take up to four of these updates before the full geotag can
be calculated. In certain embodiments, this is accomplished
using the reverse EE algorithm described above. GPS receiver
then sends the computed full geotag to the digital camera 430
(message 413), which then stores the full geotag with the
associated digital photograph in memory. In one embodi-
ment, the full geotag is stored within the digital photograph’s
metadata as discussed above. This completes process 400
according to one illustrative embodiment.

Additional methods used to calculate the full geotags are
contemplated to be within the scope of this description. For
example, a related term “geocoding” refers to the process of
taking non-coordinate based geographical identifiers, such as
a street address, and finding associated geographic coordi-
nates (or vice versa for reverse geocoding). Such techniques
can be used together with geotagging to provide alternative
search techniques. In addition, calculating the full geotags is
not strictly required to be performed by the GPS device. For
example, the full geotags can also be calculated at a remote
server. FIG. 5 depicts a block diagram of a system for pro-
viding a delayed geotag to a media device using a server
according to one embodiment. In this illustrative embodi-
ment, a mobile device 500 including a GPS receiver 501 and
communications interface 511 is coupled to a server 530 via
a network 550. GPS receiver 501 includes one or more GPS
antennae 505 coupled to receive satellite GPS signals. In
cases when signal conditions do not permit the GPS receiver
501 to acquire satellite ephemeris data, the GPS receiver is
configured to store the partial geotags 540 and to provide
them to the communications interface 511 to be sent to the
server 530 over a network, such as network 550. Network 550
can be any wired or wireless network connection including a
direct connection, bus interconnection, wired or wireless net-
work, or any other network including the Internet.

Server 530 includes a CPU 535 coupled with a memory
537. Server CPU 535 is configured to receive the partial
geotags 540 over network 550 and satellite ephemeris data
538. In this embodiment, the server 530 can be positioned so
as to have access to satellite ephemeris data 538. When the
server 530 receives this data, the server can calculate a full
geotag based on it. That is, the server 530 can calculate a full
geotag based on the partial geotag measurements taken at an
earlier point in time and satellite ephemeris data at a later
point in time to extrapolate back the satellite state data at the
earlier point in time. In one embodiment, the server 530
performs this calculation using a reverse EE algorithm
described above, along with various components similar to
those discussed earlier with respect to FIG. 3. In another
embodiment, the server 530 performs this calculation by
using an older ephemeris applicable to the time at which
measurements corresponding to the partial geotag had been
made. Server would get this older ephemeris data from its
database or other server which maintains a database of older
satellite ephemerides. Alternatively, the ephemeris data may
be downloaded directly to the GPS device or downloaded
from the server to the media device, which then sends the
measurement data to the GPS receiver and receives computed
position in return.

In addition to a GPS device or a server, a personal computer
(PC) or smartphone may also be acceptable to perform the
techniques described herein. In this case, the ephemeris data
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may either be uploaded from the GPS device or downloaded
from the server, and the range measurement data uploaded
from the media device to the PC where an algorithm can be
stored to compute the full geotag. If a server is to be used, the
measurement data can be uploaded from the GPS device to
the PC as described above and the satellite ephemeris data
downloaded from the server.

PC-based, server-based, or GPS-based computation
requires the media device to transmit the stored measurement
data using some predefined protocol. The reverse EE algo-
rithm has been developed to allow the extension of validity
time with modest degradation of position accuracy. In the
preferred embodiment, it resides in the GPS receiver, but
could be easily ported to a PC. These and other components
described herein may be implemented as hardware, software,
firmware, or hybrid circuits. Additionally, they may be spe-
cial-purpose hardware constructed for specific purposes, or
they may be general-purpose hardware selectively activated
or configured by a computer program stored in memory. Such
a computer program may be stored in computer-readable
media. A computer-readable medium can be used to store
software instructions, which when executed by a data pro-
cessing system, cause the system to perform the various
methods of this description. A computer-readable medium
may include any mechanism to store information and provide
that information in a form accessible by a computer or other
machine (e.g., network device, mobile device, PDA, or any
device having a processor). For example, a computer-read-
able medium may include any type of disk including floppy
disks, hard drive disks (HDDs), solid-state devices (SSDs),
optical disks, CD-ROMs, and magnetic-optical disks, ROMs,
RAMs, EPROMs, EEPROMs, other flash memory, magnetic
or optical cards, pen drives, DVDs, or any other type of
physical media suitable for storing instructions in an elec-
tronic format.

Although the methods and apparatus of the present inven-
tion have been described with reference to GPS satellites, it
will be appreciated that the teachings are equally applicable
to positioning systems which utilize a combination of satel-
lites and pseudolites. Pseudolites are ground based transmit-
ters that broadcast a PN code (similar to the GPS signal)
which may be modulated on an L-band carrier signal, gener-
ally synchronized with GPS time. As used herein, the term
“satellite” is intended to also include pseudolites or equiva-
lents of pseudolites, and the term “GPS signals™ is intended to
include GPS-like signals from pseudolites or equivalents.

In addition, embodiments described herein may be used to
calculate a variety of positioning information. For example,
positioning information can be determined using a wide vari-
ety of sensors such as accelerometers, gyroscopes, and mag-
netometers, for example. A characteristic of these devices is
the need for calibration. When they lack calibration informa-
tion, they resemble the GPS receiver described above lacking
state information. Measurements are possible without the
calibration information, but the resulting position is either
impossible to calculate or at least unreliable. Also, like satel-
lite state information, the calibration information can arrive
some time after these measurements are made. In such
embodiments, the term “partial geotag” is defined to include
calibration data for one or more required sensors such as
accelerometers, gyroscopes, and magnetometers, or geo-
graphic location of positioning sources. Further, positioning
information can be inferred from the presence of other radio
sources like Wi-Fi hot spots, cell towers, etc. If the GPS
device is capable of using these sources, it will need access to
a database identifying the geographic location of the source.
It is conceivable that access to the databases could be delayed
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until beyond a reasonable time period, also requiring the use
of delayed geotagging in these cases.
In the preceding discussion the techniques of calculating a
delayed geotag have been described with reference to appli-
cation of the United States Global Positioning System (GPS).
It should be evident, however, that these methods are equally
applicable to similar satellite systems, and in particular, the
Russian Glonass system and the European Galileo system.
The term “GPS” used herein includes such alternative satel-
lite positioning systems. Throughout the foregoing descrip-
tion, for the purposes of explanation, numerous specific
details were set forth in order to provide a thorough under-
standing of the invention. It will be apparent, however, to one
skilled in the art that the invention may be practiced without
some of these specific details. Although various embodiments
which incorporate the teachings of the present invention have
been shown and described in detail herein, those skilled in the
art can readily devise many other varied embodiments that
still incorporate these techniques. Embodiments of the inven-
tion may include various operations as set forth above or
fewer operations or more operations; or operations in an
order, which is different from the order described herein.
Accordingly, the scope and spirit of the invention should be
judged in terms of the claims which follow as well as the legal
equivalents thereof.
What is claimed is:
1. A Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver configured
to provide a geotag comprising:
a wireless receiver configured to receive satellite state data
and satellite range measurements from a plurality of
satellites;
a communications interface in communication with a
media device and configured to:
receive polling signals from the media device, the poll-
ing signals inquiring whether satellite state data is
acquired; and

send a status response signal upon reception of each
polling signal, the status response signal indicating
whether the satellite state data is acquired;
a position engine configured to:
receive the satellite range measurements from one of a
minimum number of at least four satellites at a first
point in time when the satellite state data from the one
satellite is unavailable;

receive the satellite state data from one or more of the
minimum number of satellites other than the one sat-
ellite at the first point in time;

calculate, for the one satellite for which only the satellite
range measurements were received, the satellite state
data at the first point in time based on satellite state
data received for the one satellite at a second, later
point in time using an algorithm to extrapolate the
satellite state data at the second, later point in time
back to the first point in time when the satellite range
measurements were made; and

calculate a full geotag using the calculated satellite state
data for the one satellite at the first point in time, the
satellite state data received at the first point in time for
all of the other minimum number of satellites, and the
satellite range measurements.

2. The GPS receiver of claim 1, wherein the position engine
includes a satellite state engine and a GPS position engine.

3. The GPS receiver of claim 2, wherein the satellite state
engine is configured to calculate the satellite state data at the
first point in time based on the satellite state data received at
the second, later point in time using a reverse extended
ephemeris algorithm.
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4. The GPS receiver of claim 1, wherein the position engine
is further configured to:

receive satellite range measurements from another one of

the minimum number of satellites at the first point in
time when the satellite state data from the another satel-
lite is unavailable;

calculate, for the another satellite for which only the satel-

lite range measurements were received, the satellite state
data at the first point in time based on satellite state data
received for the another satellite at a third, later point in
time using an algorithm to extrapolate the satellite state
data at the third, later point in time back to the first point
in time when the satellite range measurements were
made, wherein the third, later point in time is later than
the second, later point in time; and

calculate a full geotag using the calculated satellite state

data at the third, later point in time and the satellite range
measurements, wherein calculating the full geotag
includes performing a position fix using the calculated
satellite state data for the one satellite, the calculated
satellite state data for the another satellite, and the sat-
ellite state data received at the first point in time for the
other of the minimum number of satellites.

5. The GPS receiver of claim 1, wherein the communica-
tions interface is configured to:

receive a geotag request from the media device at the first

point in time, the geotag to be associated with a particu-
lar instance of media in the media device; and

send the geotag to the media device in response to the

geotag request, wherein the full geotag is sent to the
media device when signal conditions permit the satellite
state data to be acquired within an amount of time, and a
partial geotag is sent to the media device when signal
conditions do not permit the satellite state data to be
acquired within the amount of time.

6. The GPS receiver of claim 1, wherein the media device
is configured to store the full or partial geotags with an asso-
ciated instance of media.

7. The GPS receiver of claim 6, wherein the media device
is configured to store the full or partial geotags into metadata
of the associated instance of media.

8. The GPS receiver of claim 1, wherein the GPS receiver
pro-actively alerts the media device when new satellite state
data has become available.

9. The GPS receiver of claim 1, wherein the wireless
receiver is further configured to download the satellite state
data at the second, later point in time when the signal condi-
tions permit.

10. The GPS receiver of claim 1, wherein the satellite state
data includes satellite ephemeris data.

11. A method of calculating a geotag comprising:

receiving a geotag request from a media device at a first

point in time, the geotag to be associated with a particu-
lar instance of media in the media device;

sending the geotag to the media device in response to the

geotag request, wherein a full geotag is sent to the media
device when signal conditions permit satellite state data
for a minimum number of at least four satellites to be
acquired by a Global Positioning System (GPS) device
within an amount of time, and wherein a partial geotag is
sent to the media device when signal conditions do not
permit the satellite state data for one of the minimum
number of satellites to be acquired by the GPS device
within the amount of time, wherein the partial geotag
includes pseudorange measurements at the first point in
time;
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receiving polling signals from the media device, the poll-
ing signals inquiring whether the satellite state data is
acquired;

sending a status response signal upon reception of each of

the polling signals, the status response signal compris-
ing a notification signal when the satellite state data is
acquired at a second, later point in time;

receiving the partial geotag from the media device in

response to the notification signal;
calculating the satellite state data for the one satellite at the
first point in time by extrapolating from the satellite state
data acquired at the second, later point in time;

calculating the full geotag using the partial geotag, the
satellite state data received at the first point in time for
the one or more of the minimum number of satellites
other than the one satellite, and the calculated satellite
state data for the one satellite at the first point in time
extrapolated from the satellite state data acquired at the
second, later point in time; and

sending the full geotag back to the media device.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the full geotag is
calculated from the partial geotag and the satellite state data
using a reverse extended ephemeris algorithm to extrapolate
the satellite state data back in time to the first point in time.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the media device is
configured to store the full or partial geotag with the associ-
ated instance of media.

14. The method of claim 11, further comprising download-
ing the satellite state data when the signal conditions permit.

15. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

sending a first message identifier to the media device when

providing the full geotag to the media device; and
sending a second message identifier to the media device
when providing only the partial geotag to the media
device, wherein the media device is configured to dis-
tinguish between receiving the full geotag and the partial
geotag based on the first and second message identifiers.
16. A method of calculating a geotag comprising:
receiving satellite range measurements from a minimum
number of at least four satellites at a first point in time
when satellite state data for one of the minimum number
of satellites cannot be acquired by a Global Positioning
System (GPS) device within an amount of time;

receiving polling signals from a media device, the polling
signals inquiring whether the satellite state data is
acquired;

sending a status response signal upon reception of each of

the polling signals, the status response signal indicating
whether the satellite state data is acquired;
calculating, for the one satellite for which only satellite
range measurements were received at the first point in
time, the satellite state data at the first point in time based
on satellite state data received by the GPS device at a
second, later point in time when the satellite state data
for the one satellite becomes available using an algo-
rithm to extrapolate the satellite state data at the second,
later point in time back to the first point in time when the
satellite range measurements were made; and

calculating a full geotag using the calculated satellite state
data for the one satellite, the satellite state data received
at the first point in time for all of the other minimum
number of satellites, and the satellite range measure-
ments at the first point in time.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising providing
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viding a partial geotag to the media device when signal con-
ditions do not permit the satellite state data for the minimum
number of satellites to be acquired within the amount of time.
18. The method of claim 16, wherein the satellite range
measurements include satellite pseudorange measurements.
19. The method of claim 16, further comprising:
sending a first message identifier to the media device when
providing the full geotag to the media device; and
sending a second message identifier to the media device
when providing only a partial geotag to the media
device, wherein the media device is configured to dis-
tinguish between receiving the full geotag and the partial
geotag based on the first and second message identifiers.
20. A system for calculating geotags using past satellite
range measurements with current satellite state data, the sys-
tem comprising:
a media device;
a mobile device comprising a Global Positioning System
(GPS) receiver and a communications interface in com-
munication with the media device;
a server in communication with the mobile device via a
network,
wherein the mobile device is configured to:
perform satellite range measurements at a first point in
time when signal conditions do not permit acquisition
of satellite state data from one or more of a minimum
number of at least four satellites;

send the satellite range measurements for the minimum
number of satellites to the server via the network;

receive polling signals from the media device, the poll-
ing signals inquiring whether the satellite state data
has been acquired; and

send a status response signal upon reception of each
polling signal, the status response signal indicating
whether the satellite state data has been acquired;

and wherein the server is configured to:

calculate the satellite state data for the one or more
satellites at the first point in time by extrapolating
from the satellite state data acquired at respective
second, later point in time, wherein the calculated
satellite state data includes at least a velocity and an
acceleration of the one or more satellites at the first
point in time;

calculate a full geotag using the satellite range measure-
ments at the first point in time, the satellite state data
for the minimum number of satellites other than the
one or more satellites acquired at the first point in time
and the calculated satellite state data for the one or
more satellites at the first point in time extrapolated
from the satellite state data acquired at the respective
second, later points in time; and

send the calculated full geotag to the mobile device via
the network.

21. The system of claim 20, wherein the media device is
configured to store geotags with associated instances of
media within the media device.

22. The system of claim 21, wherein the mobile device is
further configured to calculate the full geotag internally and
provide it to the media device when the satellite state data
from the minimum number of satellites is available, and to
provide the full geotag from the server to the media device
when the satellite state data from the minimum number of
satellites is unavailable.

23. The system of claim 20, wherein the server is config-
ured to calculate the full geotag using a reverse extended
ephemeris algorithm.



